
Information on the written English Matura exam 

The written Matura exam lasts 210 minutes. The first 90 minutes will comprise 
work on a given text (text comprehension as well as vocabulary work) while in 
the remaining 120 minutes you will write an essay on one of the given topics. 
The whole exam is a test of your written English skills. You must show that you 
can 
 

• understand the structure and content of a complex text (e.g. a 
newspaper article) 

• write a substantial essay of no less than 400 - 450 words 
• deal with a wide range of vocabulary 
• deal with advanced grammar 
• use appropriate register for different circumstances 
 

 
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE EXAM? 
 
The first part of the written exam lasts 90 minutes. No dictionaries or other aids 
are permitted here. You will receive a text from a novel, story collection, 
journal or newspaper. After reading it, you'll have to tackle a number of tasks: 
e.g. multiple choice questions, true/false statements, questions testing 
analytical thinking, etc. This is followed by a closer focus on language: here 
you will have to find synonyms and/or antonyms for some of the words in the 
text and you might have to form related words (i.e. nouns, verbs, adjectives) 
from given ones. 
 
After 90 minutes you'll hand in the first part of the exam. Now you'll have 120 
minutes to write your essay. Here the use of a monolingual dictionary is 
permitted. But it is your responsibility to bring it to class. 
Make sure you spend some time planning your essay. Write a draft and focus 
both on what you say (content) and how you say it (form): Make sure to 
provide clear and coherent argumentation. Don't forget to plan the 
introduction and conclusion especially carefully. Try and use a great variety of 
advanced vocabulary and syntactical structures and good rhetorical skills.  
Allow yourself enough time to write out your final version, and carefully read it 
through once more before handing it in. 
 
 

Good luck! 
 


