
 
Information on the oral Matura exam 2022 

 
The oral Matura exam lasts 15 minutes for each candidate. It is a test of your spoken English. 
You must show that you can 
 

• communicate well in English 
• talk on a given subject fluently 
• show in-depth knowledge of the literary works prepared for that day 
• have a wide range of vocabulary and syntactical structures which you use correctly 
• deal with a problem that comes up in conversation 

 
REQUIREMENTS 
You are asked to prepare 4 works of literature, including one that dates from earlier than the 
20th century. Two works you must have prepared independently (i.e. not read in class). The 
works may include novels, plays, collections of short stories or selections of poems. You should 
vary your choice, so we advise you not to take five plays or novels, etc. 
 
It goes without saying that you must read the book in the original (unabridged). At the exam 
you will receive an extract from one of these works to comment on and you will not be able 
to do so if you have read a translation or a simplified text. 
 
Have your final list of your 4 or 5 books (number depending on their complexity rather than 
length!) ready by 31 January, 2022 so we can discuss necessary changes in good time. For 
ideas on what to read, check the reading list on this website or consult your teacher. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE EXAM? 
Don't panic! You should know your books well, though. That is  

• what happens (plot) 
• the characters and how they develop  
• the theme(s) of the book (e.g. war; coming of age, etc.) 
• some of the recurring motifs and symbolism 
• something about the writers and their time 

 
You may receive a text from one of the books or another text written by that author which 
can be compared with the book you've read. You may have to read your excerpt aloud. 
You might also have to explain some keywords from the text and comment on the style of 
English (informal, formal, dialect, slang, British, American) if it is important. If there is irony in the 
excerpt, can you give examples? 
 
When you get the text: 

• read it out 
• say which book the extract is from and mention the author 
• say where it comes in the book (approximately), what happens before, later... 
• briefly summarise the excerpt – not the whole book! 
• say who the characters are: names, ages, personalities, appearance, the way they 

speak, their behaviour 
• put the excerpt into a larger context and show its relevance  
• say why you think this extract is chosen 
• mention anything else you think important 

 
Always give examples for what you say. And remember – the examiner is on your side! 
 


